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brought "into the dissecting-room, nor are they capable of
systematic * classification. Much of the methodology of
Political Geography is, therefore, of an empirical nature.
Where orderliness does not exist, no amount of scientific
examination will produce it, but, by the use of analysis and
synthesis, which are typical of modern geographical methods,
the nature of world disorder may be revealed, and that appears
to be the first prerequisite to the establishment of world
order.
The State represents the results of human efforts to bring
order out of chaos in a restricted area. Demangeon was right
when he said that many writers exaggerate the influence of
"natural conditions" on political formations, and underestimate
the contribution of man himself. The physical habitats of
societies remain relatively static; man is the dynamic element.
He is primarily responsible for the changes which have been
stressed repeatedly in preceding chapters, and one of his
greatest achievements is the persistent effort he has made to
extend the domain of orderliness. His motives have not been
free from self-interest; his methods have rarely been beyond
reproach. All too often has force been invoked in the subjuga-
tion of peoples \vhose organization was inadequate to resist
successfully their \vould-be rulers. The imperialism of many
States has not been, and is not now, above criticism on
humanitarian grounds, but no one will deny that progress has
been made in the extension of orderliness in spite of the two
catastrophic reversions to barbarism which have shaken the
world in one generation.
It is highly significant that in the twentieth century, for
the first time in history, attempts have been made to devise and
establish a world order. Two of them may be dismissed as
ill-judged efforts to impose military conquest on the world;
their chief value to human welfare is that they have been the
immediate cause of mankind's awakening consciousness of
the fact that a new world order based on the free association
* of States is not only desirable but necessary. That awareness
is a new feature of world affairs; it implies increasing political
consciousness and justifies some hope that harmony may come
out of the existing disharmony.